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1st Wednesday

Agenda
9:30 Doors open refreshments & socializing
10:00 Business Meeting
Show and Tell
rd

3 Wednesday

Agenda
9:30 Doors open - refreshments &
socializing

Crayon Quilts
Debby O’Keefe
10:00

5th Wednesday

Agenda
9:30 Doors open refreshments & socializing
10:00 Basting

January

2018

Poem from Our President
Happy New Year to everyone.
Loose Threads Guild is lots of fun.
We happily welcome those who are new.
And invite them to join a committee or two.
Hospitality provides yummy coffee and snacks.
Basting has pins and frames; we also rent racks.
Monthly blocks, raffles, and library, are going well.
And don’t we especially enjoy show and tell?
Programs, trips, and speakers require advance planning.
How these delight us and advance our quilt understanding.
Sunshine and service folks make sure that our care.
Touches friends and strangers in need everywhere.
Annual Needle night, Brunch, Tea and Day Camp are splendid.
Do those committees breathe sighs of relief when they’ve ended?
Website and newsletter keep us in-the-know.
And offer many tips to help us learn and grow.
Challenge, round robin, fabric-exchange and secret pal.
We can choose to participate in several or all.
Historians trace our group back over 30 years.
With old friends and new whom we hold very dear.
Some other assignments cannot be ignored.
Membership, money, meetings, and minutes are handled by the board.

If you find your Wednesday mornings are not always free.
Come the second Wednesday for the 6:30 evening bee.
I’ll close this poem now from your president, Eileen.
May we all have a happy, healthy 2018!
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December Minutes
Monthly Business Meeting of the Loose Threads Guild
was held at the United Church of Christ in Spring City,
PA facilitated by President Eileen Frankil. Meeting was
called to order at 10:00am.
Committees: If a guild member has not been assigned
to a committee for the next year, please contact Eileen
Frankil. Current committees should get together in
January to decide whether they have enough people.
Each committee should give Eileen the name of a
contact person for that committee. Diane Hess will add
the current committee list on the Website.
Business Meeting Raffle: There were two meeting
raffles today, the standard raffle was won by Judy
Shafer; the second raffle was for a gift certificate for online Nancy’s Notions and was won by Rosemary
Geisler.
Basting: The next basting meeting will be held on
January 31. Please let the Basting Committee know if
you have a basting project.
Challenge: Eighteen labels were distributed for the 2017
participants and they will be displayed at the Tea in
March. The 2018 Challenge was described by Jane
Russell: the new challenge should represent a phrase or
title of a Beatles song. Jane will furnish a list of the best
50 Beatle songs. The finished quilt must not exceed
160” and may be any shape. Creativity is requested and
a prize will be granted to the first finished challenge quilt
in the new year.

Charity Projects: Nancy Kinyon-Samee summarized
donations for 2017:
5 Mug Rugs & 2 Pillow cases to Salvation Army
22 Fidget quilts to Jane Russell for distribution, 1 to
Jean Atwood
38 Adult quilts: 6/Salvation Army; 12/St. Mary’s
Shelter; 8/Pickering Valley UCC; 9/Petra Housing; 2
ICE quilts to local family (fire); 1/Texas hurricane
34 Children Quilts: 21/Salvation Army; 9/St. Mary’s
Shelter; 4/local family (fire)
31 Walker Bags: 19/Manatawny Manor; 10/Petra
Housing; 2/Pickering Valley UCC
Various school supplies were collected and distributed
by Jane Russell to Naphtali.
As of December 5, 2017, ALL quilts, walker bags,
pillow cases and mug rugs have been distributed.
Charity Committee members for 2018 are: Kathy

Neiman, Virginia Gates, Lenore Clarke, Brenda
Calhoun, and Nancy Kinyon-Samee.
Fabric Exchange: During Marylou Boryta’s winter
absence, Linda Glass will be collecting for her group “B”.
The color for January is dark blue.
Field Trips: Cathy Nelson has reserved a 33-passenger
bus for the trip to the annual Lancaster AQS show which
runs from March 21-24. Please sign up for this trip with
Cathy.
Historian: Linda Hamel has put together a guild photo
book summarizing 2017 and will bring it to meetings for
review during the next few months. She has also
updated a Bio book which features “Getting to Know
You” columns from newsletters.
Holiday Brunch: The excellent committee from the
December Brunch was thanked for their organization
and execution of this very successful affair.
Membership: The Guild is at full capacity with 50
members and 2 on the wait list.
Name Tag Raffle: The winner this month is Debbie
O’Keefe.
Newsletter: Input is always eagerly accepted by editor,
Linda Hamel.
Nominating Committee: Committee members Laurie
Kelly, Pat Leiter and Pat Philion will meet in January.
Round Robin: The Round Robin group is getting
organized for 2018 with Clem Dupont and Winnie
McCarraher as coordinators.
Secret Pal: Margie Allen is organizing, if you wish to be
a part of Secret Pal, please contact her. If you have
already signed up, check incoming mail on this subject.
Speakers: .Cynthia England is scheduled in May; names
and websites of possible speakers are requested by Laurie
Kelly who will continue to work on the 2018 schedule.
Sunshine: Those who would enjoy some Sunshine this
month are Bonnie Strickland who has been in the
hospital and Bonnie Swartzentruber who has a hip
replacement scheduled in December. Judy Shafer and
Mary Larkin are the contacts for this committee.
Continued on page 3
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Dec Minutes, cont.
Tea: Linda Hamel is encouraging that committees
start their activities.
• Catering committee should schedule a caterer
ASAP.
• Tea Blocks will be coming out in January.
• Committee assignments are on the Website.
• The sewing room is collecting fabrics/notions/etc.
and would like them sooner rather than later, bring in
any time to Lil Evans.
• Bring fat quarters for the Chinese Auction to Pat
Philion who is also planning a Holiday Theme Basket.
Partially completed (UFO’s) are also requested.
• Betty Ann is also looking for solids to coordinate
with 1930’s repros.
• Laurie Kelly reports there are 92 current
registrations for the Tea, capacity is 136.
Other Items:
• The Downingtown library is having a display of small
(16” x 20”) quilts; these quilts will be donated and
raffled with the proceeds going to the Library. Quilts
that receive the most raffle tickets will be awarded a $25
cash prize.
• Christmas gifts (a paper shower) donated to the
church by guild members were graciously received by
church secretary, Donna Kern.
• The Crayon Strip Project will be resumed with solid
colors of 5” squares for points available from Debbie
O’Keefe at the second meeting in January.
Snow Days: A reminder to Guild members that we
follow the Springford School District guidelines and if
the schools are closed, there will be no Guild meeting.
If the schools have a 2-hour delay, Loose Threads will
be delayed by ½ hour and start at 10:00am with the
meeting or activity starting at 10:30am. Members are
asked to check news more than once before you leave
your home as early morning announcements sometimes
change. Church Secretary Donna Kern will be added to
our e-mail list.
The meeting adjourned at 11:05am and was followed by
another outstanding Show ‘n Tell.

Joanne Cantwell
Acting Secretary

Church secretary, Donna Kern, accepting paper
products donations to the church by Loose Threads
members as a token of our appreciation for our
wonderful meeting place.

To my dear Loose Threads friends,
Thank you so much for all the beautiful cards
and sentiments that you have sent to my
family. When we get the mail and see there
is a card from my guild members, it makes
me feel so good that I have true friends that
care. I really appreciate that and especially
for the gift for the boys.
I miss being there, but I will be back as soon
as I can hold myself together for a day. I sent
a gift for the Christmas party, so I’m there in
spirit, if not in body.
Thank you so much again,
Love,
Geri & family
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Holiday Brunch
We love when December rolls around each year, certainly
because of all the holidays, but also because that’s when Loose
Threads members throw themselves a party! This year’s event
was a great one. We socialized first (while the challenge quilts
were hung) enjoying tasty appetizers, then were invited into the
beautifully decorated dining room. The food was delicious, the
challenge was outstanding, the Row by Row quilts were all so
impressive and the gift exchange…always fun. Thanks to the
hard working Brunch committee for another wonderful party.

Is
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Photo Finish

There were 17 participants in this year’s Photo Finish Challenge. We were asked to use a photo (we had
seen or taken) as an inspiration for a quilt measuring not larger than 160” perimeter. The photographs were
hung along side the entries for judging. The photo topics ranged from the natural…a solar eclipse, gingko
leaves, feathers, flowers and tropical beaches, to man-made…blown glass, plates, barn painting, T-shirt and
Page 6
a wall of graffiti. A great response to ‘challenging’ challenge!
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Row By Row Quilt Exchange
July Basting Meeting
Participants in the
2017 Row By Row:
Pat Leiter
Lil Evans
Lenore Clarke
Nancy Miller
Clem Dupont
Janet Freedline
Stephanie Adrian
Debby O’Keefe
Diane Hess

Nine members took part in this year’s Row By Row Quilt Exchange. They just finished up last month but 7 of
the quilters managed to get their rows sewn together and brought them to the brunch for us to see. What a
wide range of themes and colors…the results were amazing! If you’re interested in participating in next year’s
exchange, information will be coming in the new year from Winnie McCarraher and Clem Dupont.
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January
Birthdays
What a wonderful surprise for us to find such
beautiful quilts made for us. Your
thoughtfulness is much appreciated!

1 Takako Yokoyama
14 Lil Evans

Blessings,
The Beekly Family
Note: Loose Threads donated 6 quilts to this
UCC family after a tragic house fire.

When it snows you
have two choices:
Shovel or make
snow angels.

FABRIC EXCHANGE
January’s Batik color is DARK BLUE.
Cut 6 ½" squares and place them in a zip
lock bag marked with your group, A or B,
and your name.
• Group A has 10 members and will turn
their squares into Clem Dupont at each
business meeting.
• Group B has 9 members and will turn
their squares into Marylou Boryta.
• If either Clem or Marylou is NOT at a
meeting, give your squares to Linda Glass

Hospitality

January 3

January 17

January 31

Snack:

Eileen Frankil

Christine Fallon

Lorettta Radewonuk

Snack:

Bernie Hughes

Judy Snook

Kathy Neiman

Fruit/Veggies:

Brenda Calhoun

Linda Hamel

Judy Shafer

Cold Drink:

Carolyn Ferrandino

Janet Freedline

Mary Larkin
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2018 Loose Threads ‘Beatles’ Challenge

Jane Russell has announced the challenge for next year and it should be a fun one! Use any Beatles’ song
or lyric as an inspiration for your challenge quilt. You can utilize any technique, fabric, embellishment or
shape to make your quilt. It should measure no larger than 160 inches around the perimeter.
(And songs from their solo recording days are also acceptable.)

Need some help remembering some of those golden oldies…here’s a few:
Hey Jude
1968
Here Comes the Sun 1969
A Day in the Life
1967
She Loves You
1963
I Am a Walrus
1967
Get Back
1967
Let It Be
1970
Hello Goodbye
1967
We Can Work It Out 1965
I Feel Fine
1964
Eleanor Rigby
1966
The Long and Winding Road 1970
Love Me Do
1964
Ticket to Ride
1965
Please, Please Me 1963
Lady Madonna
1968
Penny Lane
1967
Nowhere Man
1966
Day Tripper
1965
Carry That Weight 1969
Revolution
1968
Rain
1966
Norwegian Wood 1965

Yellow Submarine
1966
I Want To Hold Your Hand 1963
Come Together / Something 1969
A Hard Day’s Night
1964
With a Little Help from My Friends 1967
Twist & Shout
1964
Can’t Buy Me Love
1964
Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds
All You Need Is Love
1967
Yesterday
1965
Paperback Writer
1966
Help
1965
Got To Get You into My Life
1966
Act Naturally
1965
Do You Want To Know a Secret 1963
Eight Days A Week
1964
The Ballad of John and Yoko 1969
Strawberry Fields Forever
1967
She’s A Woman
1964
P.S. I Love You
1964
I Saw Her Standing There
1964
And I Love Her
1964
She Came in Through the Bathroom Window 1969
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Barb Painter

Barb is one of the newer faces that we encounter
at the coffee station on all of our meeting days.
She joined the Hospitality team recently and is
enjoying the morning hub-bub as coffee is made,
treats are disbursed, and she has an opportunity to
chat with Guild members and guests.
Sewing since the age of 12, Barb learned as a
member of a local 4-H sewing club. She made
most of her own clothes during high school
(graduating in the first class at the new SpringFord High). After marriage to husband Jesse
sixty years ago, they moved to Albuquerque for a
few years and eventually made their way back to
Pennsylvania where they live near Owen J.
Roberts High School. Barb is the mother of 3
boys, 1 girl and 6 grandchildren, 3 of whom live
in the West. This gives them an opportunity to
visit Spokane, Portland and Oregon City from
time to time. Barb worked in her husband’s
business over the years and calls herself a “jack-ofall trades.”
She has also enjoyed sewing household items and
a few years ago she saw a quilt in a magazine so
decided to visit a nearby quilt shop called “Tudor
Rose.” Here, Jane Russell shared a pattern with
her for a flannel “snuggle” quilt and she has since
made 9 or 10 of these cozy quilts for family
members. She finds that “piecing” is her favorite
part of quilt-making.

Along with her other interests, trips to
their mountain house in Sullivan
County allows Barb to bask in the
great outdoors which she finds very
satisfying; travel to National Parks
has also been a favorite activity but
closer to home, we might find her in a
canoe at Marsh Creek!

Joanne Cantwell

Barb has volunteered to deliver “Meals on
Wheels” for over 30 years and she has served on
the Election Board in her township. Her church
activities included working on quilting projects
with Margie Allen who invited her to a Loose
Threads meeting and she joined the Guild six
years ago. She has also enjoyed working with
Margie at the crafts table at our Teas.
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Speaker at Local
Guild
On Friday, January 19, 2018 Ann Hermes will
give a talk entitled "Pennsylvania Patchwork
Pillowcases & Other Small Treasures: 1820 1920” Using her love of history, her vast
collection of miniature quilts, antique fabric, doll
quilts, German Patchwork Pillowcases, and all
things small, Ann wrote, “Pennsylvania
Patchwork Pillowcases & Other Small Treasures:
1820-1920”. This book highlights the German
immigration to Southeastern Pennsylvania and
their influence on quilting here in America.
Ann’s Trunk Show will feature many of the items
that inspired her book. Ann is a quilt historian
and designer. Some of her quilts have been
featured in national magazines.
Main Line Quilters meet the 3rd Friday of every
month except July/August and the 2nd Friday in
June/December at the Tredyffrin Public Library
at 9:45 a.m.

January 2018

Recent Donations

9 Adult quilts and 10 walker bags were donated
to the Petra Housing/Bard Center in Spring City.
13 children's quilts were donated to Salvation
Army in Pottstown.

Nancy Kinyon-Samec

January BOM
Since we have gotten all of you used to half square
triangles, we agreed you are ready to tackle
quarter square triangles! I found a nice pattern for
an Ohio Star block, where the lady shows how to
trim the QSTs down to the correct measurements and she makes it so easy!

Kiti Williams

What if it snows?
Wondering if a guild meeting will be held if it’s
looking pretty white out there? In the event of winter
storms, check the Springford school district website
http://www.spring-ford.net/. On the right side of
the page under Quick Links, click on Parents and
then click on Emergency Information in the drop
down menu. If the district schools are closed, the
guild meeting will be cancelled. If there is a 2 hour
delay, the guild meeting will begin a half hour late at
10:00.

Ohio Star Design
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Officers & Contacts
PRESIDENT
Eileen Frankil

efrankil@comcast.net

VICE PRESIDENT /MEMBERSHIP
Pat Leiter
pleiter59@gmail.com
TREASURER
Christine Fallon

lasagnacook@verizon.net

SECRETARY
Stephanie Adrian

thephotogal13@gmail.com

PROGRAMS
Debby O’Keefe

dokeefe19@hotmail.com

SPEAKERS
Laurie Kelly

family5kelly@comcast.net

WEBSITE
Diane Hess

diane.hess1@comcast.net

NEWSLETTER
Linda Hamel

dhamel476@gmail.com

Loose Threads Quilt Guild
Meets at 9:30 AM on the
1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month,
with a special basting meeting on the 5th
Wednesday at:
First United Church of Christ
145 Chestnut St
Spring City, PA 19475
610 948-4516
Annual dues are $20 per year and guests
are always welcome
Loose Threads News is a monthly
newsletter for the members of Loose
Threads Quilt Guild
and is available on our website
www.theloosethreadsquilters.org

Challenge Viewers’
Choice Awards
This year we were instructed to
vote for our three favorite
challenge quilts rather than just
one. With 18 unique entries it still
proved very difficult to choose.
When the votes were tallied the
three favorites were Donna
Matthias, Winnie McCarraher and
Jean Sullivan. Their inspirations
were backyard owls, a bridge in
Tennessee and a stand of firewood.

Congratulations!
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