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1st Wednesday 

  Agenda  

9:30    Doors open - 

refreshments & socializing 

10:00   Skills Day  

        Quilting Techniques  
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President’s Mini-Challenge 

 

 

 

                  

3rd Wednesday 

   Agenda  
 

Some quilt shows have been displaying clever little quilted signs 

telling viewers not to touch the quilts.  You can find some 
imaginative examples if you go to Pinterest or simply google “Don’t 

touch the quilts.” I thought it would be fun to have these for Loose 

Threads.  So, I’m making a mini “President’s Challenge” to create 

them.  This is in addition to our regular year-long challenge.  The 

mini challenge will only run from now until our February 20th 

meeting, so they will be available to use in our 2019 Tea.  Here are 

the details. 

1. Please adhere to a uniform size of 8-inch by 8-inch square. 

2. Any technique -- convey the message “Don’t Touch the 
Quilts.” 

3. You may use inspiration from others.  But please personalize 
it with your own creativity. 

4. Finished quilts only— Should be ready to pin up alongside 
the quilts in our show. 

5. Members will vote on their favorite at the Feb 20th meeting. 

6. Eileen will provide a prize for the winner. 
7. These mini-quilts should be donated to the Guild for use in 

future displays. 
8. Any questions? Ask Eileen.  Thank you! 

    Eileen 

                      
Eileen used the 2018 Beatles challenge to get a head-start on this. 

9:30    Doors open - 

refreshments & socializing 

10:00   Business Meeting     

Show and Tell 

 

 

 

5th Wednesday 

   Agenda  
 

9:30    Doors open - 

refreshments & socializing 

10:00   Basting 
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December Minutes 
 

PROGRAMS: The committee will be 
presenting a skills day in January on different 

techniques of quilting.  

ROUND ROBIN:  Linda Hamel explained the 
‘Whisper Down the Lane’ concept for this 
year’s quilters exchange. A signup sheet went 

around.   Rules: A 10-inch starting block of 
anything you want and short explanation of 

what inspired your block. Will start Feb 1st .   

SPEAKERS: Laurie Kelly reported speakers 

/workshops lined up for April: Joyce Hughes 

(thread painting).  

SECRET PAL: Margie Allen and Kathy Parker 

have a new form due Dec 19th to start in Jan. 

SUNSHINE:  Virginia Gates has a new knee 
and is home.  Barb Kuterbach is in Sanatoga 

Manor and Kathie Travis is battling reoccurring 
breast cancer.  Please send cards to say you are 

thinking of them.  

TEA:   BettyAnn and Lil are looking for 

donations for sewing room sale; deadline is 

February 6.    

UFO CHALLENGE:  Anything that is 
purchased and started by 12/31/18 could be 

used for your UFO challenge list. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND SHOWS: 
Wayne Art Center is having a Dec/Jan show. 

Admission is by donation. 

  RAFFLE WINNERS:    

 BUSINESS:  Mary Larkin    

NAMETAG:  Carolyn Ferrandino 

 
Respectfully submitted by:   

      Silvia Homa – Secretary       

 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting started promptly at 

10:05 

ITEMS TO NOTE:  
• Judy Schaffer is home and getting PT.  A flower 
arrangement was sent today.   

• Any new guest should report to Eileen or Pat.  

 • George received a new shovel for being a” good 

boy”; his old one was in bad shape.   
• Donna was thankful for all the supplies that were 
donated for the church.    

 

COMMITTEES: 

BUSINESS MEETING RAFFLE: Gift provided by 

Judy Magner. 

BASTING: Next date is end of Jan 2019, see 

committee to schedule.  

BOM:  An explanation of appliqué block techniques 

was provided by Kiti Williams and Silvia Homa. 

CHALLENGE:  Wings is the theme.  

President’s mini-challenge:  Due end of Feb, is an 8X8 
block that conveys the message, “Don’t touch the 
quilts.” Will be donated to the guild and used for 

future quilt exhibits. See Pinterest for inspiration, and 

search “do not touch the quilt blocks.”  

CHARITY (SERVICE) PROJECTS: A thank you 
note was received for the children’s’ surgery caps from 

Rochester, NY.  They have plenty of caps at this time.  
A request from Manatawny Manor was made for more 

lap quilts preferably the size of 36/40 X 45.  

EVENING BEE: Next scheduled bee Jan 9, 2019 

6:30-8:30.  

FABRIC EXCHANGE: Joanne Cantwell has 13 
people for exchange. Bring in your orange 2 ½ batik 

strips in plastic bag with your name on it by Jan 16th.  

HOLIDAY BRUNCH:  A big thank you to the 
committee for once again providing a delicious 

brunch.  Any ideas for favors will be appreciated.  
Please bring in your old favors to show in Feb business 

meeting.  
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The Mystery Challenge in March will be held at 
St. Peter’s Church (our usual meeting place) 

from 10:00 to 4:00 on Wednesday, March 20, 
2013. An email will be sent to all participants 

with more details as we get closer to the date. 

Kelly Meanix and Cheryl Lynch  
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Our guild members are exceptional ladies!  

Throughout the year you have donated quilts 
(children and adults), walker/wheelchair bags, and 

pillow cases that have been donated to various 
charities in the area.  The gratitude expressed by 
these organizations brings tears to my eyes.  

Sometimes I forget how a small gesture means so 
much; and so, I want to express my gratitude for 

the generosity of you, the members of the Loose 

Threads Quilt Guild, in helping those in need. 

Nancy Kinyon-Samec 

17 Pillow cases:  

4 to Bon Homie Adult Day Care, 13 to 
Salvation Army. 
 

24 Adult Quilts:  
4 to Bon Homie Adult Day Care, 13 to 

Salvation Army, 5 to Pickering Valley 
Church via Bonnie Strickland, 13 to 

Salvation Army, 2 to Manatawny Manor 
 

32 Children Quilts:  

4 to Bon Homie Adult Day Care, 8 quilts to 
Salvation Army, 5 to Pickering Valley 

Church via Bonnie Strickland, 19 to Crest 

Children’s Transition Care home. 

 
13 Walker Bags:  

12 bags to Manatawny Manor, 1 bag to 

Gayle Hammond 

 

*** As of December 19, 2018, we have donated 

ALL quilts, walker bags, and pillowcases*** 

 

 

                                 

2017-2018 Service/Charity Project Report 

 

hi 

Collection of donated quilts from our guild members begins for 2019. 

We are in need of some lap quilts for the wheelchair bound residents of Manatawny 

Manor in Pottstown.  The dimensions are not strict – the quilts should measure 36-40” x 
42-50”.  If you can help, please bring them to Nancy Kinyon-Samec. 

 

 

Salvation Army donation - 13 adult, 8 children, 

13 pillow cases  

 

Manatawny Manor donation -12 walker bags and 

2 quilts  
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Holiday Brunch 

 

Loose Threaders love a party and this year’s Holiday Brunch was a great one.  There were smiles all 

around.  Many thanks to the committee for organizing such a wonderful celebration for us to enjoy! 

              

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Volume 24,  Issue  4 
 

January   2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 5 

2018 Challenge                         The Beatles 
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The Beatles’ songs and lyrics were the inspiration for this year’s Loose Threads 
challenge.  There was a variety of songs chosen, some less familiar than others.  

In fact, a review of the song lyrics, as the inspirational songs were revealed, led 
to an impromptu sing along.  Great fun.   Judy McCourry’s three-dimensional 

quilt, “Take a sad song and make it better” from Hey Jude was the members’ 

favorite and awarded Viewer’s Choice. 
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Row by Row Quilt Exchange 
 

Twelve members, divided into two separate groups, 
took part in this year’s Row by Row Quilt Exchange 

that was organized by Winnie McCarraher and Clem 
Dupont.  The quilts varied widely in size and theme, 

but the constant throughout each and every one was 
the beautiful creative design contributed every single  

participant.   
 

Participants in the 2018 Row by Row Exchange: 

Winnie McCarraher 

Judy McCourry 
Lenore Clarke 
Clem Dupont 

Janet Freedline 
Eileen Frankil 

 
Kathy Neiman 

Mary Larkin 
Judy Peters 
Rosemary Geisler 

Donna Matthais 
Carolyn Thompson 
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Hospitality 

 

  January    
Birthdays 
  
 

1 Takako Yokoyama 

    14  Lil Evans 

Page 7 

January 2   January 16          January 30 

Snack:    Debby O’Keefe  Bonnie Strickland  

Snack:    Pat Leiter     

Fruit/Veggies:  Laurie Kelly                 Lorettta Radewonuk 

Cold Drink:   Sally Ater   Kathy Parker  

Please see Gayle Hammond at the January 2nd meeting to fill in the blank spots and substitute for Loretta. 

   

 

   

Holiday Brunch Favors 

Historical Round Up for February 

 
We all appreciate the handcrafted favors we’ve 
been receiving at our Annual Holiday Brunch. 
These take a lot of effort when you need to create 

50 or 60 items. Some discussion has been 
happening about how to keep this tradition going 

forward without making the committee scramble 
for ideas and effort at the last minute. This year’s 

committee suggested for people to contribute ideas 
on simple favors to make in the future.  In order to 
remind us what has already been done, Eileen is 

asking members to try to round up prior year’s 
favors and bring them back to show at the February 

business meeting.  This will spark ideas for the 
future and avoid repeats.  Plus, it will be a lovely 

“mini-showcase” for newer members to see.  

Some examples I recall having are:  This year’s 

Fabric Lollipop; last year’s personalized luggage 
tag, lovely homemade hand cream, the fabric jar 

opener, ETC…  What else can you find?  Please 
search your homes and memories.  If you’re not 

quite sure it was a brunch favor, but maybe it 
COULD BE . . . Bring it anyway!  Bring what you 

find to the business meeting, Feb 6, 2019. 

Eileen Frankil 

 

 

 

 

 

We make quilts like we 
make our lives – one 
step at a time – but 
with quilts we have 
the option of taking 

out and reworking the 
mistakes. 

Carter G. Houck 
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What is a Whisper Challenge?  It’s based on the old-time party game of Telephone or Whisper Down 
the Lane, where the first person whispers a sentence to the second person, who whispers what she 

thinks was said to the third person.  By the time the whispered sentence reaches the last person in the 

line, how different it is from the original! 

For our challenge, each person in the group starts by making a quilt block.  Quilter #1 passes her block 
to Quilter #2.  Quilter #2 has one month to create a quilt block inspired by the block of Quilter #1.  At 

the end of the month the block of Quilter #1 is collected by the Challenge coordinator, so other 
members of the group will not see it.  Quilter #2 passes her block to Quilter #3.  This process is 

repeated with all the participants.  Thus, each person in the group sees ONLY the quilt block from the 
quilter immediately preceding her.   At the end of the rotation all the quilt blocks are hung in a 
sequence for the group reveal.   Each participant will have quilt blocks from the entire group based on 

her original design. 

There are only a couple of ‘rules’ – the size, which will be a 10-inch square and a short description of 

what inspired you to make each block.  These descriptions will be included in the group reveal display. 

Any questions?  Contact Winnie McCarraher, Judy McCourry or Linda Hamel 
 

Here is an example of the results, found online, from a group of quilters called the Material Mavens: 
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2019 Loose Threads Challenge - WINGS 

    

     

 The theme for the 2019 challenge is “Wings”.  The only restriction is a maximum circumference of 
120”.  Your subject matter can be anything with wings- think angels, insects, fairies, airplanes, etc. and 

any technique from traditional flying geese, to appliqued birds, paper pieced butterflies, or something 

funky like chicken wings!  Embellish if you choose or keep it super simple. The sky’s the limit! 

Questions?  Contact Debby O’Keefe or Linda Glass 

 

 

The following Guild members have signed up to participate the 2019 Fabric Exchange: 

 Marylou Boryta, Geri Dullis, Virginia Gates, Rosemary Geisler, Gayle Hammond, Nancy Kinyon-

Samec, Mary Larkin, Pat Leiter, Judy Magner, Winnie McCarraher, Judy McCurry, Cathy Nelson and 

Judy Snook. 

  

This year we will be collecting 2 ½ ” strips cut the width of the fabric.  We are exchanging batik strips in 

orange tones in January.  Participants, please bring 13 cut strips to the Loose Threads meeting on January 

2 or January 16 at the latest.  Place your strips in a plastic sandwich bag with your name on it and hand 

it off to one of the committee.  Strips will be sorted and returned to you as soon as possible.  we will be 

happy to receive all cut strips for the year at once and you will receive them back on a monthly basis. 

 Colors again are:  

January – orange batiks    May – plain orange  

February – brown tone batiks   June – plain brown or rust 

March – deep red batiks    July – plain deep red 

April – dark green batiks    August – plain dark green 

         September – plain yellow 

  

 Note:  If anyone else would still like to join the Fabric Exchange for 2019, please let one of us know by 

January 16. 

  

     Virginia Gates, Toni Hughes and Joanne Cantwell 
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Fabric Exchange 
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Let’s get acquainted with one of our newest 
members, Lori Memmen, who will be serving as 

co-chair at the Quilter’s Tea next year along with 
Diane Hess.  Lori started her life in California with 
3 siblings and had the opportunity to travel to 

various US locations with her family as her father 
was a Navy career officer.   Other favorite 

addresses were in Virginia Beach and Memphis 
where she acquired a background in computer 

science and remained to work there for 5 years.  
Eventually she got a travel itch and ventured to 
Pennsylvania where she joined Siemens and served 

as a software product manager in the Clinical area. 

Her Mom always sewed and tried to teach Lori 
who eventually took a Home Ec  class where she 

learned basic sewing.  She made clothes for herself 
and enjoyed dressing up her sister who was 13 
years younger.  At one time she took quilting 

classes at a fabric store in the mid-‘80’s.  She finds 
hand sewing relaxing and cathartic but thinks of 

cutting as more of a chore. 

Lori has made many quilts that she has given away 

to family and charity causes and enjoys working in 

bright colors such as jewel tones or primary colors.  

As many of us do, she has tried to stop buying 
fabrics and instead is working on reducing her 

stash.  She made a goal this year to make quilts for 
her family members and plans on putting together 

a total of 10 quilts for the family. 

Living in the Collegeville area, Lori was previously 

an active member with the Valley Forge Guild.  
She does remain a member of the Main Line 

Quilters Guild too.  At Loose Threads she enjoys 
the size of our group and sense of community that 
we share.  She also appreciates the fact that 

everyone is interested in learning from everyone 

else. 

 

Getting to Know You                      Lori Memmen                 
 

Lori has attended our Quilt Teas in the 
past and will be working closely with 
Diane in 2019 as she learns the ropes to 

chair the Tea in 2020.  In addition to her 
sewing, she usually loves to work in her 

garden but not so much this year with all 
of our rain.   Flowers, berries and sour 

cherries are some of her favorites to grow 
and she also enjoys reading when she puts 
that needle down.  Travel with her 

husband, David, (24 years) is also high on 

her list. 

Welcome Lori, we’re so pleased to have 
you as a new member of Loose Threads 

and look forward to exchanging ideas and 

projects with you in the coming years. 

 

Joanne Cantwell 
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Craft Sale – We would love to sell your 

handcrafted item or kits at the Tea. Check out 
Pinterest for loads of clever ideas.  Remember the 
guild consignment fee is only 10%...you keep 

90% of the cost of your sale item.  Questions?  
Contact Margie Allen 

Sewing Room Sale – The deadline for 

accepting cotton or wool fabric and sewing 
related items for our Tea sale is February 6th.   
Reminder – Your sewing/quilting books go to 

the Book Sale Committee. 

Chinese Auction – Again this year we are 

putting together 2 ‘super’ baskets: one of sewing 
notions and another containing 100 fat quarters.  

If you could donate 2 fat quarters and/or NEW 
sewing notions or patterns that would be terrific.  

If you have a quilt kit that you never got to (and 
realize you never will!)  or a UFO that you’ll 

never finish, think about donating it to the 
auction.  Reminder – Ten members signed up to 
put together a themed basket for the auction.  See 

Linda Hamel if you need a basket or have any 
questions. 
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Community Service Tea Info  
 

Mission trip to Haiti 
There was a change of plans so now I will be 
going to Haiti, rather than Laos, the end of 
January on a medical mission trip.  If you are 

willing to bring any of the following items, I 
will take them with me. I will collect through 

January 16th. 
 

Small toiletries from hotels 
Adult & prenatal vitamins (non-gummies, too 

much humidity!!)  
Tums 
Neosporin 

Anti-itch cream 
 

Lenore Clarke 

 

 

The guild played Santa 
Claus at the December 

19th meeting.  For 
George, there was a 
new snow shovel to 

take the place of his 
rusted and dented old 

one.  The church 
received a myriad of 

paper products that 
filled a good portion of 
the stage area donated 

by members as a thank 
you for providing such 

a great gathering place 

for our guild. 
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Loose Threads Quilt Guild 
 

Meets at 9:30 AM on the 

1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month,  

with a special basting meeting on the 5th 

Wednesday at: 

First United Church of Christ 

145 Chestnut St 

Spring City, PA  19475 

610 948-4516 

 

Annual dues are $20 per year and guests 

are always welcome 

 

Loose Threads News is a monthly 

newsletter for the members of Loose 

Threads Quilt Guild 
and is available on our website 

www.theloosethreadsquilters.org 

 

 

Officers & Contacts 

PRESIDENT               
Eileen Frankil      efrankil@comcast.net 

 

VICE PRESIDENT /MEMBERSHIP   
Pat Leiter         pleiter59@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER         
Christine Fallon            lasagnacook@verizon.net 

      

SECRETARY    

Silvia Homa         Silvia.homa@gmail.com 
 

PROGRAMS  
Judy Peters           jtp930@verizon.net  

 

SPEAKERS  
Laurie Kelly     family5kelly@comcast.net 

  

WEBSITE  
Diane Hess    diane.hess@outlook.com  

 

NEWSLETTER    
Linda Hamel      dhamel476@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

The first Block of the Month 
quilt from last year’s session has 

been completed.  Lil Evans 
used block borders and 
cornerstones to highlight all the 

BOM designs. Beautiful! 

 

http://www.theloosethreadsquilters.org/

