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1st Wednesday

Agenda
9:30 Doors open refreshments & socializing
10:00 Business Meeting

3rd Wednesday

Agenda
9:30 Doors open refreshments & socializing
10:00 Tea Discussion Topic
New England Quilt Museum

Judy Magner

May 2019

President’s Message
I recently learned a new vocabulary word. For the past couple of
years I have been fortunate to be “funemployed.”
Definition: Without a paid job, but enjoying the free time.
Some of you may know that I’ve been a professional Occupational
Therapist since the 1980’s. Occupational Therapy is a philosophy that
all people must be actively engaged with the world in doing things as
opposed to not doing. It’s by the “doing” that meaning, purpose, and
value is brought to life.
Quilting is an occupation that can engage us in both solitary times
and community activities. Belonging to Loose Threads is an
especially engaging experience. Sharing our creative talent enhances
our lives as we learn and teach and help each other. Doing
committee or officer work not only helps the guild, but it is part of a
healthy life. As my time as president winds down, I encourage
everyone to become as active and connected as possible. As a
Funemployed Occupational Therapist, I can assure you, it’s more
valuable than you know.

Eileen

5th Wednesday

Agenda
9:30 Doors open refreshments & socializing
10:00 Basting
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The Quilter’s Café - if you haven’t been there it’s THE hot spot to go!
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Minutes - April Meeting
The Monthly Business Meeting of the Loose
Threads Guild was held at the United Church of
Christ in Spring City, PA on April 3, 2019
facilitated by President Eileen Frankil. Meeting
was called to order at 10:00am.
Items to note:
• Welcome the new guests to the guild, Laurie and
Caroline
• Judy Keller donated basting sticks to the guild
Basting: May 29 will be the next basting date.
Contact a committee member if you have a quilt
to be basted.
Block of the Month: A new block will be
presented for May.
Challenge: The theme is anything with wings, if
you are stuck , please go to a committee member
for inspiration.
Charity Service Projects: There are 12 adult
quilts and 5 children’s quilts held at Nancy’s
house.
Day Camp: Full class, remember to bring power
strips and cords, Doors open at 9 am on Tuesday,
April 9 and Wednesday, April 10.
Evening Bee: Will be held April 10 after day
camp at 6:30.
Fabric Exchange: Now 11 members
participating. May will be dark green batik.
Field Trips: Quilt show April 4-5 hosted by
Homemakers Country Quilters Penn Oaks will
have a quilt show at Ludwig’s Corner on May 3 4.
Hospitality: Gail is back from 2nd knee surgery
and is back at work with a new sign-up sheet.
Library: Accuquilt-Go templates will be
mentioned on the web site so members will
know what is available for sign out.

Membership: There is a current list that has 3
new updates.
Nominating Committee: Ballot for new officers
will be presented at the May 1st business
meeting.
Programs: April will be Joyce Hughes, May will
be a tea presentation, June will be a speaker.
Whisper Challenge: Try and keep up with the
monthly exchanges: whom you are giving your
next block to and returning the inspiration block
to the coordinator. Any questions, see your
assigned coordinator, Winnie, Judy or Linda.
Secret Pal: Any questions/issues see Margie of
Kathy Parker
Tea: A thank you note was read by a tea guest
Treasurer Report: Income and expenses were
presented to the guild. A specific breakdown of
the guilds finances was available for guild
members to view.
UFO Challenge: Keep working on your UFO
list.
Website: Kiti brought up possibility of the guild
having a Facebook page. Pros and cons were
discussed and agreed to vote on the issue at May
business meeting
Raffle Winners: Business Meeting Raffle: Gayle
Hammond Name Tag Winner: Lil Evans
The meeting concluded at 11:00am, followed by a
robust “Show ‘n Tell” period.
Respectfully submitted by:

Silvia Homa – Secretary
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Quilter’s Day Camp
The spring session of Quilter’s Day Camp was, no surprise, a
resounding success. There was a capacity crowd of over 30
sewers busy working on a vast range of projects…but taking
all the time necessary to eat, chat and laugh! Many folks are
already asking when the next camp is scheduled.

Many
thanks to
Betty Ann
and Lil!

Marylou, her sister Anne & Kiti

Mary
Melinda

Marie, her daughter Patty & Lori

Diane, Eileen & Christine
Lunch at the Quilter’s Café
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Virginia
Brenda

Betty Ann, Linda, Lil, Bonnie & Clem
Lori, Donna & Winnie

Debby, Carolyn & Toni

Laurie & Carolyn
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Prince Cherrywood Challenge 2018
One of the highlights of the AQS
Lancaster quilt show is the Cherrywood
Challenge exhibit. In the past there has
been inspiration from two Broadway plays
Wicked and the Lion King and then last
year, the amazing Vincent Van Gogh.
And this year….
(From the Cherrywood website) :
“Be inspired by Prince and his music - an
iconic musician who lived in Minnesota
even though his fame could have taken
him anywhere. The Cherrywood studio is
just 200 miles from Paisley Park, Prince's
home and recording studio.
This Cherrywood Challenge has it raining
purple! The challenge is to take inspiration
from Prince’s music, style, movies, and
distinct look to create your own unique
quilt using a limited color palette:
Cherrywood’s gorgeous hand dyed fabric
in saturated purples.
Laurie, Lil & Betty Ann hanging in the Quilter’s Cafe
We want you to push yourself creatively,
think outside the box and create new fiber
art. The contest is open to anyone. All the
quilts will be the same color, fabric, size
and theme.”

Just a small sample of the amazing results!
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Barn Quilts
If you’ve lived in Southeast Pennsylvania and
travelled around Montgomery, Berks, Lehigh, Bucks
and Northampton counties searching for one more
fabric store, you may have noticed a few barns with
Barn Stars (aka Hex Signs). The term hex sign came
into play in the 1920’s due to the writings of Wallace
Nutting. Barn stars were primarily decoration, not to
ward off evil or to protect the livestock. They are
considered works of art by many in the Pennsylvania
Dutch community.
While travelling through the mid-west this fall,
another form of artwork was noticed on barns. Say
hello to barn quilts. Barn quilts are very large, two 8’
x 4’ pieces of marine grade plywood, painted with a
favorite quilt block. They have appeared on barns,
sheds, breweries and restaurants throughout western
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois, Missouri and Michigan.
If you Google them, you will find trails listed for the
various states. The most difficult thing is spotting
them soon enough so that the driver can stop for you
to take a picture without getting rear-ended. So, if
you like taking road trips, it gives you one more thing
to look for besides fabric and quilt shops.

Betty Ann Dawson
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Quilter’s Day Camp Recipe

Clem Dupont

Salty-Sweet Butter Pecan Cookies
There are a few options once you have made the dough. If you bake the cookies right away,
you’ll have flatter, lighter-colored cookies. Refrigerate it for 4-5 hours, the cookies will be flat,
but not ‘puddle-y.’ Chill overnight, and the dough dries out, with some of the starch in the
flour turning to sugar. The cookies will be darker, more ‘caramel-y,’ and won’t spread nearly
as much. Also, these cookies are a good candidate for the “tablespoon vs teaspoon” scoop
choice.
1 1/3 cups pecan halves
2/3 cup light brown sugar, firmly packed
2/3 cup granulated sugar
½ cup butter
½ cup vegetable oil
½ tsp salt
½ tsp espresso powder

1 tsp baking soda
2 tsp vanilla extract
¾ tsp butterscotch or butter-rum flavor
1 tsp vinegar, cider or white
1 large egg
2 cups flour
1 1/3 cups butterscotch chips

1/3 cup granulated sugar mixed with 1- 1¼ tsp salt for topping
1. Preheat oven to 375º. Lightly grease (or line with parchment) two baking sheets.
2. Place the pecans in a single layer in a pan, and toast until they’ve darkened a bit and smell
toasty, ~8-9 minutes. Set aside to cool and then chop coarsely.
3. In a large bowl, combine the sugars, butter, shortening, salt espresso powder, baking soda,
vanilla, flavor and vinegar, beating until smooth and creamy.
4. Beat in the egg, again beating until smooth. Scrape the bottom and sides of the bowl with a
spatula to make sure everything is thoroughly combined.
5. Mix in flour, then chips and toasted nuts.
6. If you are going to refrigerate the dough, cover the bowl, and refrigerate 4-5 hours or
overnight. Cookie dough refrigerated for 3 ½ - 4 hours will spread moderately: chilled
overnight, it will spread much less.
7. Mix the 1/3 cup sugar and salt, for the coating and put it in a bowl. Use a spoon to scoop
1 ½ inch balls of dough unto the sugar/salt mixture, rolling to coat. Then transfer to the
prepared baking sheets, leaving 2” between them on all sides.
8. Bake the cookies for 10-11 minutes – 11 for smaller cookies and 12 for larger cookies.
Their edges will be chestnut brown and their top a lighter golden brown. (For dough that’s
been refrigerated, add 30 sec. to 1 min. to those baking times.) Remove them from the oven,
and cool on the pan till they’ve set enough to move without breaking.
9. Yield” About 4 dozen 3” cookies, or 7 dozen 2 ¼” cookies.
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May Program

Judy Magner

According to Wikipedia the New England Quilt Museum, founded in 1987, is located in downtown
Lowell, Massachusetts and is the only institute in the Northeast solely dedicated to the art and craft
of quilting. Judy Magner was given a surprise vacation to the museum by her husband. She will
present a slide show featuring photos from some wonderful 2018 exhibits: The Fabric Collage Quilts
of Susan Carlson, Explorations I: Inside the Quilt Artist’s Studio, and Sally Mavor’s wool quilts.

Hospitality

Snack:
Snack:
Fruit/ Veg
Cold Drink:

May 1

May 15

Jane Russell
Pat Leiter
Pat Philion
Linda Hamel

Loretta Radewonuk
------------Marylou Boryta
Judy Shafer

May 29
Kathy Neiman
-----------Gayle Hammond
Jane Russell

Gayle will pass the sign-up sheet around at the May1st meeting to fill in
the blank spots for later in the month.
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Upcoming
Events
For the Love of Quilting X – May 3
– 4, 2019 Presented by the Penn Oaks
Quilt Guild at Griffith Hall, Ludwig’s
Corner Fire House, 1325 Pottstown
Pike, Glenmoore, PA Admission $8
www.pennoakquilters.org
2109 Quilt Show – May 2 – 4, 2019
Presented by the Milltown Quilters at
the First Presbyterian Church of
Howard County, 9325 Presbyterian
Circle, Columbia, MD
www.milltownquilters.com
QuiltFest Lancaster – May 9 – 11,
2019 Presented by Mancuso Show
Management at the Wyndham
Lancaster Host Resort & Convention
Center, 2300 Lincoln Highway E
(Route 30), Lancaster, PA Admission
$13 www.quiltfest.com
Genesee Valley QuiltFest – May 31 –
June 2, 2019 Presented by the
Genesee Valley Quilt Club at
Rochester Institute of Technology,
Gordon Field House, Rochester, NY
www.GeneseeValleyQuiltFest.com
Sea to Shining Sea - May 31- June 2,
2019 Presented by Quilters
Unlimited at Dulles Expo Center,
4320 Chantilly Shopping Center,
Chantilly, VA
www.quiltersunlimited.org
Penn Dry Goods Market May 17 –
18, 2019. Antique & Vintage Textiles
at the Schwenkfelder Library &
Heritage Center, 105 Seminary Road,
Pennsburg, PA
http://schwenkfelder.com/PennMarket/index.htm

May 2019

May Birthdays
8

Judy Shafer

23

Betty Ann Dawson

Fabric Exchange
Time for a change in the fabric exchange. For the
rest of the exchange period the fabrics will all be
SOLIDS
May’s SOLID color is Orange.
Cut 2 ½" strips and place them in a zip- lock bag
marked with your name. Turn in to Virginia Gates,
Toni Hughes or Joanne Cantwell
Reminder – the number of strips to cut is now 11.

Trash to Treasure
Mainline Quilters
Saturday June 15, 2019
10 am – 1 pm
Tredyffrin Township Library
582 Upper Gulph Road
Strafford, PA
Fantastic Prices!
New and Gently Used: Fabric, Quilting
Supplies, Yarn, Patterns, Books,
Needlework Supplies and Kits,
Magazines and MORE!
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April Speaker – Joyce Hughes

Close-up of workshop project

Hard to tell from this photo but each of us had been thread painting on
our panels for over 5 hours! It was a fun workshop and Joyce was an
excellent teacher.
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Linda Hamel

Back in the 80s, the pharmaceutical company I
worked for sponsored a women’s softball
team. I joined (what fun!) and met a fantastic
group of women, some of whom I still see
today. Each year, for the past 26 years, four
us gather for a long weekend. Since we’re
located in California, North Carolina, New
York and PA, we choose a different location
in the USA every year for our girl’s
rendezvous. This year’s destination was St.
George, Utah with the goal of visiting two
national parks located nearby, Bryce Canyon
and Zion. At Bryce you view the scenic vistas
from above, looking down into the canyon
filled with ‘hoodoos’ – bulbous rock spires
created by erosion. At Zion, a different
perspective, for now you’re on the canyon
floor with the walls rising high above you.
Both parks were breathtaking. This is truly a
beautiful part of the country.
Next year possibly Mackinac Island, Michigan
or Natchez, Mississippi…any other
suggestions?

Zion National Park

Bryce Canyon National Park
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Officers & Contacts
PRESIDENT
Eileen Frankil

Loose Threads Quilt Guild
Meets at 9:30 AM on the
1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month,
with a special basting meeting on the 5th
Wednesday at:
First United Church of Christ
145 Chestnut St
Spring City, PA 19475
610 948-4516

efrankil@comcast.net

VICE PRESIDENT /MEMBERSHIP
Pat Leiter
pleiter59@gmail.com
TREASURER
Christine Fallon

lasagnacook@verizon.net

SECRETARY
Silvia Homa

Silvia.homa@gmail.com

Annual dues are $20 per year and guests
are always welcome

PROGRAMS
Judy Peters

jtp930@verizon.net

SPEAKERS
Laurie Kelly

family5kelly@comcast.net

WEBSITE
Diane Hess

diane.hess@outlook.com

NEWSLETTER
Linda Hamel

dhamel476@gmail.com

Loose Threads News is a monthly
newsletter for the members of Loose
Threads Quilt Guild
available on our website
www.theloosethreadsquilters.org

Jenny Doan at Shady Maple, Thursday July 11 & Friday July 12, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Shady Maple Conference Center, 129 Toddy Dr, East Earl 17519
Admission: $75 per day, which includes lunch (if you are interested in this, better jump on it because
apparently, it’s selling out quickly.)
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Learn more about quilting during this fabulous traveling trunk show with sew-lebrity, Jenny
Doan, of Missouri Star Quilt Company! At this special event, you’ll find out, “What happens
if?” With just a few simple flips and turns, you’ll discover how to work magic with quilt blocks.
with learning many valuable tips and tricks for quilting, you'll laugh and maybe even shed a few
tears as Jenny shares the story of what got her started in quilting and how Missouri Star came
to be.
After the trunk show, stick around to shop affordably-priced quilting supplies from Missouri
Star in our pop-up shop. In addition to the trunk show, you’ll also be served a delicious Amish
Style Luncheon Buffet with plentiful choices! From slow roasted meats and a variety of side
dishes to a fresh salad bar and tempting desserts, there’s something for everyone. You’re sure to
leave inspired and well-fed! Registration closes July 10th. There will be a limited number of
tickets for sale at the door on the day of the show.
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