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1st Wednesday

Agenda
9:30 Doors open refreshments & socializing
10:00 Business Meeting
Show &Tell

3rd Wednesday

Agenda
9:30 Doors open refreshments & socializing
10:00 Program begins –

Christmas in July

July 2019

President’s Message
This will be my second to last president’s message. It’s been two
years, and I’m trying not to run out of steam as my term winds
down.
Browsing through the past two years of newsletters reminds that
our newsletter is outstanding each and every month with all the
colorful pictures and informative stories. A quick review of the
past two years includes two very successful Quilter’s Teas;
Numerous speakers and field trips; Two very fun Holiday
Brunches; the Photo-finish, Beatles, and “don’t touch the quilts”
challenges; Round robin and Secret pal activities; Day-Camp
sessions (a new favorite!); The Birds and Words exhibit at the
Audubon center; Needle-nights at Winnie’s; Fun field trips; Many,
many charitable efforts and contributions; very enjoyable evening
bees; and most recently, the member luncheon at Bellewood last
month.
As with any time period of life, our group members sometimes
experienced struggles or losses that would bring anyone to their
knees. It’s good to remind ourselves to continue to support and
care for our friends. You never know what small effort of yours
can be a spark of positivity in someone else’s life. If we lend a
hand where we can, we will all help our guild be the best it can be.
Hard to imagine life without Loose Threads!
Happy, healthy summer to everyone.

Eileen
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New Guild Officers

Upcoming
Events

President: Betty Ann Dawson

The Nature of Quilting 2019 – June 29
– 30, 2019 Presented by Milford
Valley Quilters’ Guild at Delaware
Valley High Scholl, Route 6 & 209,
Milford, PA

Vice-President: Virginia Gates
Secretary: Silvia Homa
Treasurer: Diane Hess

Kutztown Folk Festival - June 29-July
7, 2019. The Kutztown Folk Festival is
proud to present America’s largest quilt
sale on July 6th, with over 2500 local
handsome quilts on display and for
sale! For more info visit
https://www.kutztownfestival.com/w
hat-to-do/quilts
Quilt Odyssey - July 25-28, 2019. At
the Hershey Lodge & Convention
Center in Hershey, PA. For more info
visit https://www.quiltodyssey.com/.

Fabric Exchange

Support the library!

June’s SOLID color is Deep Red

The Downingtown library is once again sponsoring
a quilt exhibit and raffle to support the library and
promote quilts as art. They are looking for quilters
willing to donate a quilt for the exhibit.

Cut 2 ½" strips and place them in a ziplock bag marked with your name. Turn in
to Virginia Gates, Toni Hughes or Joanne
Cantwell

Details are:
Small quilts sized 16 x 20” (give or take 2 inches)
Theme is “butterflies, birds and blooms”
Any method is acceptable - pieced, appliquéd, hand
or machine quilted
Quilts are due September 14
Drawing will be September 27
*The quilter whose quilt sells the most tickets wins
$25

Reminder – the number of strips is 11.

JULY BIRTHDAYS
20
21
31

Linda Glass
Judy Snook
Winnie McCarraher

See Debby O’Keefe for more details or email at
dokeefe19@hotmail.com
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The Challenge - WINGS!

GET BUSY
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Minutes – June Meeting
The Monthly Business Meeting of the Loose
Threads Guild was held at the United Church of
Christ in Spring City, PA on June 5, 2019
facilitated by President Eileen Frankil. Meeting
was called to order at 10:00am.
Items to note:
• Welcome back to Takako
• Margie had her cataract surgery.
• Pat Leiter’s sister-in law had passed away.
• Linda Glass and Judy Peters are expected to get
their knees replaced in the near future. There
have been 11 members with hips and knee
replacements so far!
Block of the Month: A new block will be
presented in the newsletter and a new version of
Kiti’s bird applique will be available soon.
Challenge: The theme is anything with wings , if
you are stuck , please go to a committee member
for inspiration. Remember, they are due the first
meeting in Dec at our holiday luncheon,
maximum circumference 120 inches.
Day Camp: Next day camp planned for Oct
2019
Evening Bee: Will be held June 12th at 6;30pm .
Meet for dinner at Giovanni's in Royersford at
5pm.
Fabric Exchange: Now 11 members
participating. Please remember to bring in
your strips.
Field Trips: Something in the works is coming
soon.
Hospitality: All spots are filled.
Newsletter: Thank you to all that send in
articles.
Nominating Committee: New officers were
elected; there were 42 active members to vote for
2019-2020. Congrats to the new president: Betty
Ann, vice president: Virginia Gates, treasurer:
Diane Hess, and secretary: Silvia.

Programs: Upcoming programs will be announced
in the newsletter.
Speakers:
• Sept 17 & 18, 2019 - workshop and lecture from
Frieda Anderson
• Nov 20, 2019 - workshop and lecture from RaNae
Merrill
• April 14 & 15, 2020 - workshop and lecture from
Gail Garber
• October 21, 2020 - lecture and ½ workshop from
Cheryl Lynch
• Nov 17 & 18, 2020 - workshop and lecture from
Karen Combs
Tea: Lil and Betty Ann are taking donations for the
sewing room sale. Novels and paperbacks are also
welcomed by the Book committee. If you have a
craft you would like to sell, now is a good time to
start making them, before the busy holiday season.
Treasurer Report: Christine reported the income
and expenses to the guild. A specific breakdown of
the finances was available for members to view
UFO Challenge: Keep working on your UFO list.
An encouraging UFO show and tell was presented
after the meeting
Website: E-mail Diane Hess if there is something of
interest for the newsletter.
Whisper Block Exchange: Try and keep up with
whom you are giving your next block to and who
should you receive your new block from. Any
questions, see your assigned coordinator.
Raffle Winners: Name tag winner: Eileen Frankil;
Business meeting winner: Kiti Williams; Gift from
Christine Fallon
The meeting concluded at 11:00am, followed by a
robust “Show ‘n Tell” period
Respectfully submitted by:

Silvia Homa – Secretary
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Luncheon at Bellewood

What a lovely afternoon! The sun was
shining, the fabric swap game was a hoot
(thanks Judy McCourry), the food was
delicious, our guest speaker, Gale Fritch,
was informative and best of all, members
of Loose Threads got to do what they seem
to do best…chat and laugh the time away.
Many thanks to the luncheon organizers.

Betty Ann, Laurie, Rosemary, Cathy & Judy
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Gayle, Mary, Joanne, Eileen & Bonnie

‘Princess’ Winnie

Linda, Jane, Carolyn & Toni

Carolyn, Donna, Lori, Judy, Sally, Linda, Takako &
Geri
Virginia, Christine, Loretta, Jean, Stephanie, Judy & Nancy

Brenda & Kathy
C
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July Program
It will be looking quite festive at our July program
meeting. Debby O’Keefe will be leading a
Christmas Tree project using the Accu-quilt Die
Cutter. If you’d like to participate please bring the
following supplies:
• 2 pieces of 12 x 12” fabric for the tree. The back
must be fused or bring your fusible product and do
it at the meeting
Two
activities…
make a tree
and see a
hexies
demo!

• 1 piece ~20 x 24” to use as a background
• 4 sheets of tracing paper (equal to the size of the
background). You need to trace the tree so you’ll
know the proper positioning on the background.
• small iron and pressing surface, if desired (there
will be the guild iron and board that day)

Folded Hexagon YoYo, Alternate Hexie, Hexie from a circle … whatever
you call them they are fun!
We will be learning how to make these little gems, so bring a small piece
of fabric, large enough to cut out a circle the size of a CD. I will bring
CD’s, needles and thread. These hand sewn hexies can be joined together
to make a myriad of projects but don’t require a paper insert like
traditional hexies. They can be made in many different sizes. We will
have samples of projects made with this type of hexie.

Diane Hess

Hospitality
July 3
Snack
Snack
Fruit/Veg
Cold Drink

Debby O’Keefe
Sally Ater
Bernie Hughes
Pat Philion

July 17
Judy Peters
Nancy Kinyon-Samec
Laurie Kelly
Bonnie Strickland
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Sarah Ann Smith

Between Sarah
Smith’s workshop
and lecture there
was such a wealth
of information to
improve your
‘creative’ quilting
skills. There should
be a virtual flower
garden at next
year’s Tea quilt
show with all those
workshop pieces on
display.
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Stephanie Adrian

A few years ago we peeked at some Loose Threads
members’ sewing studios at which time we had a look
at Stephanie’s wonderfully organized sewing room in
her charming Spring City house built in the 1700’s.
Now it’s time to get to know Stephanie herself. She was
the 3rd of three girls in her family and moved from
Delaware County while in the 2nd grade. Settling in to
the Owen J. Roberts School District, her family raised
sheep (she recalls eating a lot of lamb and enjoying a
large sheepskin rug) but her most fond sheep memories
center on the Springtime lambing season with lots of
wobbly baby lambs arriving right on schedule. Today,
Stephanie surrounds herself with some ducks and a
donkey at her homestead. Married to husband Carl for
24 years, they have two children, both now in college.
Stephanie started hand sewing at school, picked up a bit
of embroidery, etc., and enjoyed tinkering on her
Grandmother’s Singer table-style sewing machine.
After her children were born, she made fun things, doll
quilts, etc.
After graduation at OJR, she enrolled at the Art
Institute of Philadelphia where she earned a degree in
Photography while working part-time at a commercial
photo studio. Stephanie was offered another job in a
portrait studio, then worked for Vanguard and along
with some friends, all took a quilting class at JoAnn’s
Fabrics for 8 weeks. She was most thrilled with the
artsy fabrics that she encountered and ended up making
a neon “fun” fish that she used as a gift. She recalls a
friend who was a Civil War buff and she enjoyed
accompanying her to quilt shops but her favorites
continued to be the bright, colorful fabrics.
She arrived at a Loose Threads meeting about 5 years
ago as a guest of Kathy Neiman and found herself
learning many basic steps from Loose Threads ladies.
She enjoys working on items that are vital to life, being
used for warmth and comfort.
Yo-yo’s are a favorite for Stephanie – she was asked by
“Three Angels Haiti” to use her artistic skills and be the
basic art teacher to teach a group of women a skill. She
had two opportunities to travel to Haiti, took yo-yo’s
and supplies for many to make things that they could

sell to earn money. She found support from
corporate sources such as Michael’s, Home
Depot, etc. and learned that you can simply ask
for support for a charity like this and corporations
are most willing to help. Despite the fact that the
Haitians had no electricity or power of any kind,
this endeavor was a great experience and she
would go back again.
Although fashion is her idol and photography her
central interest, she keeps very busy with her
primary focus being to raise her family. She has
also given considerable time to “Designing for
Hope” transforming sick kids’ rooms into what
they hope to do someday and has completed 67
children’s rooms in the Tri-State area, plus 1 ER
room and 6 other rooms. She finds it very
rewarding to give back to families who have been
through a lot.
Stephanie, who served as Guild secretary for a
term, finds that Loose Threads is a great place to
learn. There are lots of “big sisters” here who care
about each other and a strong sense of mentorship
exists that is beneficial to all.

Joanne Cantwell
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Officers & Contacts
PRESIDENT
Eileen Frankil

efrankil@comcast.net

VICE PRESIDENT /MEMBERSHIP
Pat Leiter
pleiter59@gmail.com
TREASURER
Christine Fallon

lasagnacook@verizon.net

SECRETARY
Silvia Homa

Silvia.homa@gmail.com

PROGRAMS
Judy Peters

jtp930@verizon.net

SPEAKERS
Laurie Kelly

family5kelly@comcast.net

WEBSITE
Diane Hess

diane.hess@outlook.com

NEWSLETTER
Linda Hamel

dhamel476@gmail.com

Loose Threads Quilt Guild
Meets at 9:30 AM on the
1 & 3rd Wednesday of each month,
with a special basting meeting on the 5th
Wednesday at:
First United Church of Christ
145 Chestnut St
Spring City, PA 19475
610 948-4516
st

Annual dues are $20 per year and guests
are always welcome
Loose Threads News is a monthly
newsletter for the members of Loose
Threads Quilt Guild
and is available on our website
www.theloosethreadsquilters.org

Jessica VanDenburgh Trunk Show
Calico Cutters Quilt Guild
Wednesday, July 10
Goshen Fire Company, 1320 Park Ave, West Chester, PA
Doors Open: 9:00 AM Meeting Begins: 9:30 AM
Jessica VanDenburgh has a love for all things handmade. Her grandmother taught her
how to sew at a young age and continuously encouraged her creativity. Jessica’s
background in interior design makes her a natural with color and pattern selection. She is
the creator of the famous Diva Bags. In addition to creating bag patterns, Jessica added
quilt patterns that are easy and beginner friendly. Jessica’s laid-back approach to teaching
makes students feel at ease. You’ll find that her lecture is full of fun facts, tips, tricks, and
a whole lot of laughter.
https://www.sewmanycreationsny.com/#/
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