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1st Wednesday 

  Agenda  

9:30    Doors open -       
refreshments & socializing 

10:00   Tea Discussion 
Topics 
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President’s Message 

 

 

 

                  

3rd Wednesday 

   Agenda  
 

Are we due for a warm up in February?  I hope so!  But it is a good 
excuse to stay in and finish all your quilts for the Tea! 
 
February also means “Valentine’s Day” and red fabric.  Which leads to 
the age-old question, “to wash or not to wash our fabric?”  When I first 
started quilting, I was told to wash all your fabric.  And I did.  After a 
few years people started saying the fabric is “color fast”.  So, I stopped 
for the most part.  I still wash batiks especially the reds, blues, dark 
green, purple and any that look dark.  I don’t always wash them, but I 
soak them in very hot water.  I keep rinsing until the water is clear.  
But what about regular red fabric.  I probably should but…. 
Recently a friend called about blocks she was making and the reds 
ran.  I suggested a “color catcher” but she opted to buy more red 
fabric.  And so it goes, to wash fabric or not?  It is one of those things 
that we have to figure out as we continue on our quilt journey.  
 
Have fun and keep quilting. 

Rosemary 

  

9:30    Doors open - 
refreshments & socializing 

10:00   Business Meeting      

Show and Tell 

 

 

I’ve heard the adage “Better done than perfect,” but I wasn’t exactly 
sure how I felt about that.  I want my quilt to be the best it can be. 

Sheila Finzer, an art quilter from Oregon, gave a thoughtful 
response to that question in an interview featured in Quiltfolk 
magazine. 

How important is it for a project to be “perfect”? 

I don’t like the word perfect.  I strive for high quality workmanship 
and a pleasing design.  As a painting instructor once said, “Each 
painting has a little bit of regret,” meaning things you could have 
done differently.  I think this “regret” helps propel you into the 
next quilt so you can keep working on ideas from the previous 
quilt. 
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January Minutes 
 

Secret Pal:  All is going well 
 
Speakers:  Laurie Kelly states that Janneke Van 
Der Ree will be scheduled either March, 
September or October.  Gail Garber is scheduled 
for May for a lecture and workshop.  Denise from 
Sewing Arts in Phoenixville will be in the Fall. 
 
Sunshine:  Mary Larkin is feeling under the 
weather and could use some sunshine 
 
Tea:  Laurie reports we have 75 registrations so 
far.  She has the 2020 assignment sheet for 
members to check and we’ll keep it the same.  
Betty Ann reports they have plenty of fabric for 
the sewing room.  Linda asked for sign-ups for 
auction baskets. 
 
Treasurer:  Marylou has a copy of the 2022 
budget for members perusal.   
 
Raffle Winners:  Business meeting raffle donated 
by Winnie McCarraher 
Business Meeting Raffle:  Toni Hughes 
Name Tag Winner:  Chris Rivard 
 
The meeting concluded at 11:00 followed by 
Show ’n Tell. 
 

Respectfully submitted by:   

      Winnie McCarraher – Secretary      

The Monthly Business Meeting of the Loose 
Threads Quilt Guild was held at the United 
Church of Christ in Spring City on January 5, 
2022 facilitated by President Rosemary Geisler. 
The meeting was called to order at 10:02. 
       
Announcements:  Springford school district 
isn’t cancelling school for snow because they 
have gone virtual.  The question was posed on 
who should determine if there is cancellation of 
a meeting due to snow.  It was decided that the 
president and vice will decide and blast out the 
decision via e-mail before 8:30. The vote for 
this went unopposed.   
 
Basting:  Two quilts were basted.  The next 
basting day is in March. 
 
Block of the Month:  The next block is Houses 
done in two sizes presented by Silvia. 
 
Challenge:  Debby O’Keefe collected bags.  The 
exchange will take place the first meeting in 
February. 
 
Charity Projects:  52 renal quilts were 
collected in 2021. 
 
Day Camp:  The next day camp will be April 
12th and 13th. 
 
Field Trips:  Thursday, Jan 27, 2022 we will go 
to Stitch Central. 
 
Library:  Chris Rivard will help out as a backup 
when others on committee are not present. 
 
Newsletter:  Linda Hamel thanked the 
membership for their continued participation. 
 
Programs:  Susan K is doing a “What Not 
Wallet” workshop.  Sewing machine not 
necessary and Linda will blast out directions 
and materials list. 
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Virginia Quilt Shop 
 

February BOM – Mini Quilts 

This month we are offering two mini designs.  A "Star Cluster" design and a "Hearts Mini" in 
honor of Valentine's Day.  Directions for both of these Mini have been sent as PDF files along with 
this newsletter.   
 

                             STAR CLUSTER MINI                                                               HEARTS MINI 

         

 

As Sharon and I were traveling to Virginia 
Beach to drive on the boardwalk to see 
Christmas lights, we made a detour to 
Sarah’s Thimble Quilt Shop 
(www.sarahstimble.com) in Virginia 
Beach.  What caught our eyes especially 
were the quilt block shutters on this 
delightful quilt shop.  Inside was an array 
of fabrics a quilter wouldn’t be able to 
resist.  Sharon couldn’t resist ‘this’ and 
she couldn’t resist ‘that’ either.   I, on the 
other hand, did a pretty good job of 
resisting.  If I am in the vicinity in the 
future, I’ll be back.  By the way, the 
Christmas lights were impressive and 
driving on the boardwalk gave the feeling 
of “are we really able to do this?!” 

Judy Snook 
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http://www.sarahstimble.com/
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January Show & Tell 

 

 

 
Linda Garthe 

 
Betty Ann used the fabric 
from the prom dress she 
made for her niece years ago, 
to make a ‘dress-up’ dress for 
her 3 year old grand niece. 

            

 
Linda Glass made this ‘practice’ 
piece (for her dog) using a block 
she was interested in making in a 
larger quilt size. 
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Chris Rivard completed her 
amazing pieced and embroidered 
depiction of her sister’s Victorian 
home. 

 
Winnie McCarraher 

 
Melinda Novatnak has been working 

on her UFOs. 
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The Mystery Challenge in March will be held at 
St. Peter’s Church (our usual meeting place) 

from 10:00 to 4:00 on Wednesday, March 20, 
2013. An email will be sent to all participants 

with more details as we get closer to the date. 

Kelly Meanix and Cheryl Lynch  
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February 2   February 16 

Snack:  Sue Umstead     Linda Glass 

Snack:  Judy Snook        *  

Cold Drink:  Lil Evans              * 

*See Gayle Hammond if you can bring items on Feb 16th. 

   

 

   

Hospitality 
 

For the next two program meetings, we are going to call upon our members who are presenting 
discussion topics at our upcoming Tea.  At our next meeting the plan is to have three stations. 
Members will rotate through each station for 15-20 minutes sessions.  Scheduled for February 
are: 

Crazy Quilting  KATHY NEIMAN    If you like the look of hand embroidery, you might like to try 
crazy quilting.  With an unlimited array of stitch combinations to try, you can add a bit of 
Victorian elegance to your projects.  With small bits of pretty fabric, you create your own design.  
Christmas lends lots of ideas. 

I Found a Quilted Heart  LINDA GLASS   IFAQH is an opportunity to participate in a random act 
of kindness project. 

Kanzashi  DEBBY O’KEEFE   Kanzashi is the Japanese art of folding fabric to make flower petals.  
Learn to make a flower to use for quilt embellishments, hair ornaments, jewelry and more.   

             

 

 

 

February Program 
 

 

 

For the kanzashi flower folding portion 
February’s program, please bring ( 8 )   
3 inch  squares of fabric such as batik 
or floral print, a needle and thread, 8 
straight pins, small scissors and a 
medium size button. 

Business Meeting Raffle gift to 
be supplied by Mary Larkin. 
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Tea Reminders 
 

●  Tea Block:  Please make this year’s Tea block - FRAMED NINE PATCH.   And if you’re feeling 
ambitious, two blocks would make you eligible for the guild drawing of extra blocks.  The pattern is 
available on our web site, under the December newsletter or the Tea Invitation section.  The blocks are 
due by Friday, March 11th, but turn them in any time prior to Silvia Homa. 
 

●   Quilt Show:  Put the finishing touches on your quilting projects so they will be ready for display at 
the Tea.  We hope that everyone will have something to show at our annual show.  Don’t forget about 
our Challenges, both WINTER 2020 and CHURN DASH 2021.  We also had our Cheryl Lynch Mosaic 
Workshop.  All those mini-mosaics will make a great exhibit.   
NOTE:  If your quilt is larger than 50 x 50” please attach a sleeve for hanging.  This makes the quilt 
show committee’s job so much easier. 
Attached with this month’s newsletter are instructions to create a quilt sleeve. 
 

●   Book Sale:  We are accepting book donations for the Tea.  The last day to accept books will be at 
the Tea set-up day Friday, March 11th.  No donations the day of the Tea! 
WANTED :  Accepting quilt books or quilt novels, general fiction and biographies (fairly recent and in 
good condition) and quilt magazines no older than 2012. 
NOT WANTED:   In an effort to reduce the number of leftover books, we will NOT accept: children’s 
books, cookbooks, instruction “booklets," quilt magazines before 2010 or any dusty, damaged or 
otherwise unappealing books and magazines (please recycle). 
 Book Sale Committee:  Clem DuPont, Linda Glass 
 

●   Sewing Room Sale:  Lil Evans and Betty Ann Dawson are working their magic on all your 
donations that will, yet again, turn our sewing room sale space into a mini quilt shop.  It’s too late to 
add to their fabric stock this year, but set it aside for the 2023 Tea. 
 

●   Loose Threads Auction:  Do you have a quilt, UFO, fabric, new skein of yarn or sewing item 
that might work (or add to) an auction basket?  Then please consider donating to the Loose Threads 
Auction.  Talk to members of this committee (Linda Hamel, Marie Traxler, or Donna Matthias) to make 
your donation.   
If you signed up to donate a ‘themed’ basket, bring that anytime to Linda…and no need to have it in a 
basket! 
 

●  Craft Sale:  Here is an opportunity to sell your  sewing and non- sewing related 
handicrafts.   Prices are set by each crafter and items are sold on consignment, with the guild retaining 
10%. We will take items up to Friday, March 11. If possible, please bring in some type of display source 
for your items.  Contact committee members Silvia Homa, Margie Allen or Loretta Radewonuk for any 
questions. 
 Be sure to fill out a form with your name, item, price per unit and the number of items.  Silvia will have 
and collect the forms and they will be available on the website to print.   
      •   No items will be accepted without a form.  
      •  Each item must be labeled with your initials and price, with a tag or dot label  (If you need 
some labels, see Silvia) 
      •  Please make a copy of your form   
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January Program – What Not Wallet 

 
                      Susan Koederitz 

Susan Koederitz is an avid fan of Quilting Arts on PBS’s 
Create TV.  She saw an easy project on one of the shows 
and suggested it as a guild program.  In January, Susan led 
our ‘What Not Wallet’ workshop.  Members were provided 
fabric requirements and measurements ahead of time so 
everyone arrived ready to get right at it.  With just a bit of 
folding, pressing, minimal machine sewing and the final 
turning of the project – voila, a completed wallet.   

  

   
    Pat and Susan show off their completed wallets.   

  

 

             

 
Linda and Sally 

 
Geri, Gayle and Cathy at the cutting 

station. 

 
Silvia and Chris 
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  February   

Birthdays 

                   

 

 

Malvern Retreat House Invites you to 

2022 Art Show 
Wednesday, February 2 - Sunday, 

February 6, 2022 

Free Admission All Days 

315 South Warren Ave. 
Malvern, PA 

 
Over 100 Juried Artists – includes 
painting, sculpture, photography, 
jewelry, fiber art, glassware and 

ceramics. 

Upcoming  

Events 
 

15th International Juried   
Exhibition of Contemporary 

Fine Art Quilts 
March 27 to April 30, 2022 

 

Wayne Art Center, Davenport and Ethel Sergeant 
Clark Smith Galleries 

 

Jurors: Jane Milosch, Paula Nadelstern and Jason 

Pollen 
 

 
 

 

AQS Quilt Week - February 23-26, 2022. 
Presented by AQS at the Ocean Center, 
101 North Atlantic Avenue, Daytona 

Beach, FL   www.quiltweek.com. 

 
 

Mid-Atlantic Quilt Festival - February 24 
- 27, 2022. Presented by Mancuso Show 
Management at the Hampton Roads 

Convention Center, 1610 Coliseum Drive, 
Hampton, VA  www.quiltfest.com. 

 
Lancaster Quilt Show - March 23-26, 

2022.  Many vendors at the DoubleTree 
Valley Resort, 2400 Willow Street Pike, 
Lancaster, PA. Now offering classes too. 

www.thelancasterquiltshow.com/ 

 

 

1      Joanne Gardner 
3      Pat Leiter 
4      Virginia Gates 
8      Eileen Frankil 
13    Sally Ater 
15    Kathy Parker 
20    Judy Magner 
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http://www.quiltweek.com/
http://www.quiltfest.com/
http://doubletree3.hilton.com/en/hotels/pennsylvania/doubletree-resort-by-hilton-hotel-lancaster-LNSWVDT/maps-directions/index.html
http://doubletree3.hilton.com/en/hotels/pennsylvania/doubletree-resort-by-hilton-hotel-lancaster-LNSWVDT/maps-directions/index.html
http://www.thelancasterquiltshow.com/
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Bonnie Strickland thought members would enjoy this article from the Senior Life section of the 
Pottstown Mercury passed along to her by a friend. 

A Stitch in Time by Courtney Diener-Stokes 

The journey of a historical Berks County quilt to its place of origin began nearly 20 years ago. 

In 2005, Judy Bauer was at Renninger’s Antique Extravaganza in Kutztown when an item caught her 
eye.  The quilt history enthusiast and retired English teacher couldn’t believe what she saw. 

“I looked across the aisle and I saw the quilt,” Bauer said.  “I was shocked they were using it as a table 
cover and had items displayed on it.” 

Bauer, 70, a native of Boyertown who has lived in Sunbury, Norththumberland County, since 1973, had 
a hunch it was a signature quilt.  When she saw that it was adorned with signatures dates and pictures, 
she didn’t hesitate to make an offer on the nearly 200-year-old quilt. But the antique dealers were 
hesitant because it had emotional value to them, since it was a gift from an antique dealer and friend in 
Virginia who had recently died.  But Bauer persisted, making an offer they couldn’t refuse. 

“I made a promise that if you sell me this quilt I will respect it, study it and it will be well taken care of,” 
she said. 

Bauer’s first impression upon buying it was that it was a Virginia quilt.  But the answer to that question, 
along with some other mysteries, remained.  One thing that was certain was the dates in which the 
blocks were made, since every block had a date written on it. 

“It was made in 1844 and 1845 and then there is a gap in dates, and they jumped up to 1850 and 1851,” 
she said. 

Bauer’s desire to learn more about the quilt led her to show it to an old friend, Laurel Miller, 69, a Berks 
County native who is a missionary in Ivory Coast, West Africa. Baur showed it to Miller during one of 
her friend’s visits back to Berks County.  Miller is a genealogist, historian, author and one of the 
founders of the Berks County Genealogical Society. 

“I admire her knowledge,” Bauer said.  “It was her genealogical studies that really solved some of the 
mysteries (of the quilt).” 

It didn’t take Miller long to determine the origin of the quilt. 

“I took one look at it and I know right away it was a Quaker quilt from the Maidencreek Meeting due to 
the family names on the quilt,” Miller said. 

Miller said she was familiar with the names, such as Parvin, Lee, Lightfoot and Wright, as members of 
Maidencreek Friends Meeting in Ontelaunee Township when it was an active meeting.  Some of the 
names on the quilt, such as Sarah Boone and Elizabeth Lee, were also affiliated with Exeter Friends 
Meeting in Exeter Township. 

Lee’s block reads: “Elizabeth Lee in the 91st of her age – 1851.” 

Continued on page 9 

 

A Quilt Returns Home 

Page 9 



 

 

Volume 27, Issue  5 
 

February  2022 

 

Page 10 

“Each block uses the same 
star pattern where the maker 
of the block was free to 
choose the fabrics,” Bauer 
said. 

Because each block maker 
chose his or her own fabrics, 
the quilt features an array of 
colors and prints. 

“Fabric, design and colors, 
such as Turkey red, Prussian 
blue and the infamous poison 
green assist in dating 
undated quilts. 

Despite purchasing the quilt 
about 20 years ago, Bauer 
continues to learn from it. 

“It is both art and historical 
artifact,” Bauer said.  “I love 
it.” 

 

Elizabeth Lee was a member of the meeting who died at age 92 in 1853 and was buried at the Exeter 
Friends Meeting burial ground. 

“My first thought was, ‘How did it get to Virginia and how did it get home?” Bauer said. “It’s almost like 
the quilt was trying to get home. 

Miller continued to connect the dots through genealogy, which led her to develop a likely solution to the 
mystery.  …One speculation is that the quilt was a wedding present for Jacob Parvin and his wife, who 
married circa 1844.  Jacob’s descendants were found in Virginia.…After learning more about the quilt’s 
origins, Bauer made a commitment to herself. 

“I made a pledge to myself that someday I’m going to take this quilt to its place of origin,” Bauer said.   

She fulfilled that pledge through a presentation she made at Exeter Friends Meeting early in October 
along with Miller, who was visiting from Africa for a few weeks.  Among those who attend the showing 
of the quilt was Deborah Kirlin, a member of Exeter Meeting who helped organize the event.  Kirlin, a 
quilting enthusiast, said that in addition to local Quakers and members of the public, members of local 
quilting guilds also attended. 

…The quilt, made up of 81 blocks, measures 102 x 105 inches.  Names written on the quilt were either 
the individuals who made them or someone, like their husband or child, that they wanted to include on 
their square.  …Bauer explained that like most friendship quilts, those involved would agree on what the 
block was going to look like in terms of design. 

 

 

 

Judy Bauer, left, and Laurel Miller at their quilt presentation at Exeter 
Friends Meeting. 
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Loose Threads Quilt Guild 
 

Meets at 9:30 AM on the 

1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month,  

with a special basting meeting on the 5th 

Wednesday at: 

First United Church of Christ 

145 Chestnut St 

Spring City, PA  19475 

610 948-4516 

 

Annual dues are $20 per year and guests 

are always welcome 

 

Loose Threads News is a monthly 

newsletter for the members of Loose 

Threads Quilt Guild 
and is available on our website 

www.theloosethreadsquilters.org 

 

 

Officers & Contacts 

January Road Trip 
 

PRESIDENT               
Rosemary Geisler  Roe305@aol.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT /MEMBERSHIP   
Linda Hamel       dhamel476@gmail.com 

TREASURER         
Marylou Boryta      mboryta2@verizon.net 

SECRETARY    
Winnie McCarraher  mc_quiltinau@yahoo.com 
 

PROGRAMS  
Linda Hamel      dhamel476@gmail.com 
 
SPEAKERS  
Laurie Kelly  family5kelly@comcast.net
   
WEBSITE  
Diane Hess   diane.hess@outlook.com  
 
NEWSLETTER  
Linda Hamel     dhamel476@gmail.com 
 

 

 

We had a great time at Stitch Central in Huntingdon Valley …once we arrived!  (One car had 3 sets 
of ‘conflicting’ GPS directions that had us going in circles for a bit.)  The shop is small but loaded 
with colorful, unique fabric from designers not usually seen at other shops.  If you’re interested in 
a more contemporary look for your quilt, this is the shop to check out.  And if you knit, they have a 
beautiful selection of yarn, books and patterns.  The ladies who worked there couldn’t have been 
nicer.  They even called our lunch restaurant to be sure we had the large table in their dining room. 
 

For lunch we went ¼ mile away to Be Well Bakery.  Unfortunately (or fortunately!?!) you needed 
to wait on line to order your meal, right smack dab in front of the bakery case overflowing with 
delicious looking taste treats.  Many member’s meals came out with sugary ‘side’ dishes.  Lovely 
lunch. 
 

Thank you, Judy McCourry, for organizing such a fun day for the 11 LTQ day trip adventurers. 
 

Linda Hamel 
 

http://www.theloosethreadsquilters.org/
mailto:Roe305@aol.com
mailto:dhamel476@gmail.com
mailto:mboryta2@verizon.net
mailto:dhamel476@gmail.com

